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11 (a) problem (b) don’t have an active social life
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(c) 10 percent (d) divorced (e) family, friends and colleagues

(f) less and less workplace conversation (g) loneliness

f210%H no 15 7% H family
(Some fifteen percent of Japanese say they have absolutely no social interaction

outside the family.)

] 3 Some remain single [unmarried] all the life, as no less than twenty

percent of Japanese now do.

ff] 4 Fifteen percent of elderly men living alone have fewer than one

conversation in two weeks.

5 (C)

] 6 We can’t live with each other and we can’t live without each other.

f173#%H more 12 % H of
(more and more of us are living in solitude and opting out of society
altogether)
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These days, I see many passengers take more space than is needed on the train
especially in evening rush hour. I think it is bad manners and wonder why they don’t
show more consideration for other passengers who are very tired. I don’t mean that we
should always conform to strict social norms, but that in terms of happily coexisting, we
are expected to try to cooperate with and take care of each other. With a little more
consideration for others, we can create a more comfortable society where we may find a

little but precious happiness, I believe. (99 &
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We still see some people using mobile phones in a wrong way. We sometimes see
them speaking loudly while on a train. The other passengers are disturbed by phone
ringing and loud talking. Also, people’ lives may even be threatened because the
pacemakers worn by some people with heart trouble may malfunction when mobile
phones are used nearby. Therefore, the use of mobile phones should be more strictly
regulated in public places. Moreover, although officially illegal, other people are using
mobile phones while driving. This is a matter of everyone’s safety, so I think there

should be more strict penalties for using mobile phones while driving. (106 &
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