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I'd like to take an example of a clinical trial. Now, in the face of the prevalence of
COVID-19, clinical trials are conducted all over the world. Of course Japan is taking
some part, but the Japanese law requires the explicit consent of subjects, giving the top
priority to human rights. However, under the situations like now where pandemic breaks
out and many lives are being lost, taking an explicit consent rule can lead to many more
victims. The presumed consent rule has a risk of violating human rights, but considering
a benefit gained from collecting a number of clinical cases, there would be a time when
we should choose the presumed consent policy. (114 words)
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In emergency medicine, doctors are frequently faced with a dilemma of whether they
should take life-saving procedures or not. This is because some people refuse life-saving
procedures if their physical state is not expected to function normally as before,
especially like brain death. If it is impossible for a doctor to know a patient’s will, he
can turn to the patient’s family. When this is not possible either, doctors are faced with
a serious dilemma. In order to protect doctors faced with this kind of situation, an opt-
out system should be used, in which only those unwilling to take life-saving procedures
express their will. As for other people, doctors feel reassured to save them. (114 words)
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