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If I were in a position to prevent a specific invention that was made from having been
created, I would choose agent orange.
For those who are not familiar with this, it is a herbicide and defoliant chemical, that
is, people originally used it for weeding. However, it is widely known for its use by the
U.S. military as part of its herbicidal warfare operation. In addition to its damaging
environmental effects, dioxin found in the mixture have caused major health problems
for those who were exposed, and their offspring. It was an invention for a very useful
purpose, but its negative use has proven to be one of the most dangerous inventions. It
was intended by its inventor Arthur Galston to be a kind of fertilizer, a sort of chemical
growth hormone, that would increase the growth rate of soybeans when sprayed on them
from the air, usually using an aircraft. Later research done by Galston and others
discovered it could become a herbicide. Later the U.S. army took this invention and used
it during the Vietnam War and it, reportedly, killed and injured around 400,000 people.
It was really very harmful for people, and it even affected the babies before birth. And it
has had a grave impact on the people in Vietnam. I think this should have been avoided.
If I had been able to do this, resuscitation of Vietnam would have been much more
successful.
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