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fil 5 The story is crafted with the help of a “Crystal Ball.” A “Crystal Ball” is a false
prediction a storyteller uses to make the audience wonder if the prediction will prove
to be true. In this story, the author is summoned by his/her boss and fears getting fired,

but that assumption later turns out to be false and functions as a “Crystal Ball”.
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In Part 1 of the text, the description at the beginning of the story, namely the fact that
the author is stuck in New Hampshire with a flat tire and no spare, is the “Elephant.” The
audience knows this fact immediately, and it all happens at the very beginning of the story.
At this point, it is obvious to the audience that this is an escape story and they will probably
wonder how the author will escape from New Hampshire and return home. So this part of
the story can be considered the “Elephant.”
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The author’s “five-second moment” is described in the form of his sincere regret. The
author attempts to raise money to put gas in his car by deceiving a man, saying that his
mother died of cancer and that he is collecting money for McDonald charities. Contrary to his
anticipation, the man, whose wife also died of cancer, is willing to give him more money than
actually is needed. Through this experience, the author learns how stupid he was and really
regrets his evil deeds.
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