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i1 6 (1) The usual tests did not reveal any abnormality, and the patient was then sent to a
psychiatrist, who prescribed an antidepressant, so it is inferred that she was diagnosed
with some kind of mental disorder, which later turned out to be false.
(2) The patient initially complained of severe abdominal pain, but after taking
tetracycline, he returned to the consulting room looking far better, which implies that
the antibiotic tetracycline eliminated the Helicobacter pylori bacteria in the man’s

stomach, thus improving his symptoms.
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Barry Marshall and Robin Warren’s theory that gastric ulcers are caused not by stress or
stomach acidity but by H. pylori infection was initially met with skepticism by many
scientists. According to the text, they repeatedly appealed to academic societies and journals
with objective evidence, but met with strong resistance each time. The campaign of
negativism by gastroenterologists was particularly fierce, based on the fact that they could
temporarily cure gastric ulcers by simply prescribing an antacid drug, but that since it was
a recurrent disease, patients turned to them again and again. Thus, it can be argued that the
value of Marshall and Warren’s discovery was greatly undermined by the fact that it could
have destroyed the vested interests of gastroenterologists and the entire industry that
produced the drugs.
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Rather than being hailed by the medical community, the discovery made by Marshall and
Warren was viewed with skepticism. There are two possible reasons for this. One was the
widespread assumption that it was scientifically impossible for germs to cause ulcers. As
Marshall himself admitted, their discovery might have been like denying the geocentric
theory. For another thing, there was an established treatment for gastric ulcers, and
pharmaceutical companies were profiting enormously from it. Whenever there is a discovery
that threatens a major vested interest, not only in medicine but also in other fields, there are

forces that oppose it. I think his story suggests to us the problem of assumptions and vested



interests in science.
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