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   Some people think we do not need to learn foreign languages because AI translation is getting 
better. However, the article says that learning a language is still important. I also think learning a 
foreign language is necessary to understand other cultures. AI can help us, but it cannot teach us 
everything about people or culture. 
   First, learning a foreign language helps us understand different ways of thinking. In the article, 
Professor Fujita says that a translator changed the Cambodian language (Khmer) phrase for “the 
color of a leaf” to “green,” but native speakers used a word meaning “blue.” This shows a cultural 
difference. I had a similar experience when I learned another language. Some words did not translate 
well, and studying the language helped me understand the culture more deeply. 
   Second, language learning helps us talk to people more naturally. The article explains that small 
talk outside meetings can create new ideas and relationships, and translation tools cannot do this 
well. I also saw this when a friend studied abroad. When he used a translation app, conversations 
were slow and strange. But when he learned more of the local language, he could talk easily and 
made real friends. 
   Third, knowing a foreign language is useful when working with people from other countries. The 
article says that multinational teams need detailed communication without translation tools. I 
experienced this during an online group project. Sometimes AI translation gave the wrong tone. 
When I learned a few simple phrases in my teammates’ languages, communication became smoother. 
   In conclusion, learning a foreign language is important because it helps us understand culture, 
make real connections, and communicate well in global situations. AI is helpful, but it cannot replace 
the deeper understanding that comes from learning a language. (292 words) 
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   Even in this era, when AI translation has become prevalent, I believe learning foreign languages 
remains essential for understanding other cultures. Here are my reasons why I think so. 
   First, AI is limited in its ability to accurately translate the subtle nuances inherent in each 
language. For example, in Japan, perhaps due to a strong curiosity about food, fish and mushrooms 
have been given a vast array of names. It may be difficult to translate all of these accurately into 
other languages. The article cites a similar example where Cambodian expressions for leaf colors 
cannot be adequately translated into English. Such culturally unique expressions cannot be 
mastered without immersing oneself in the language. 
   Second, learning a foreign language facilitates communication with its speakers. While AI may 
enable basic communication, relying on machine translation results in delays, hindering smooth 
conversation. As the article quotes the saying “big decisions are made in the smoking room,” it’s 
crucial to remember that significant decisions, both domestically and internationally, often emerge 
from seemingly trivial, everyday conversations. 
   Third, in an increasingly globalized world of the future, building a foundation for accepting 
diverse values and cultures is vital. The article states that experiencing life as a minority holds 
enormous value. It is important not merely to acquire a foreign language as a skill for paper tests, 
but to immerse oneself in environments where it is actually spoken. This involves learning through 
live experience, sometimes agonizing over the inability to express oneself. 
   For the three reasons above, I believe learning a foreign language significantly contributes to 
understanding other cultures. Immersing oneself in environments where the language is spoken 
must be the first step toward cross-cultural understanding. (279 words) 
 
 


